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(4) A copy of the petition, complaint
or other document by which the pro-
ceeding was initiated.

(e) In addition, notice provided to the
appropriate Area Director pursuant to
paragraph (b) of this section shall in-
clude the following:

(1) A statement of the absolute right
of the biological Indian parents, the
child’s Indian custodians and the
child’s tribe to intervene in the pro-
ceedings.

(2) A statement that if the Indian
parent(s) or Indian custodian(s) is (are)
unable to afford counsel, and where a
state court determines indigency,
counsel will be appointed to represent
the Indian parent or Indian custodian
where authorized by state law.

(3) A statement of the right of the In-
dian parents, Indian custodians and
child’s tribe to be granted, upon re-
quest, up to 20 additional days to pre-
pare for the proceedings.

(4) The location, mailing address, and
telephone number of the court and all
parties notified pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(5) A statement of the right of the In-
dian parents, Indian custodians and the
child’s tribe to petition the court for
transfer of the proceeding to the child’s
tribal court pursuant to 256 U.S.C. 1911,
absent objection by either parent: Pro-
vided, that such transfer shall be sub-
ject to declination by the tribal court
of said tribe.

(6) A statement of the potential legal
consequences of the proceedings on the
future custodial and parental rights of
the Indian parents or Indian
custodians.

(7T) A statement that, since child cus-
tody proceedings are conducted on a
confidential basis, all parties notified
shall keep confidential the information
contained in the notice concerning the
particular proceeding. The notices
shall not be handled by anyone not
needing the information contained in
the notices in order to exercise the
tribe’s rights under the Act.

(f) Upon receipt of the notice, the
Secretary or his/her designee shall
make reasonable documented efforts to
locate and notify the child’s tribe and
the child’s Indian parents or Indian
custodians. The Secretary or his/her
designee shall have 15 days, after re-

§23.13

ceipt of the notice from the persons
initiating the proceedings, to notify
the child’s tribe and Indian parents or
Indian custodians and send a copy of
the notice to the court. If within the
15-day time period the Secretary or his/
her designee is unable to verify that
the child meets the criteria of an In-
dian child as defined in 25 U.S.C. 1903,
or is unable to locate the Indian par-
ents or Indian custodians, the Sec-
retary or his/her designee shall so in-
form the court prior to initiation of
the proceedings and state how much
more time, if any, will be needed to
complete the search. The Secretary or
his/her designee shall complete all re-
search efforts, even if those efforts can-
not be completed before the child cus-
tody proceeding begins.

(g) Upon request from a party to an
Indian child custody proceeding, the
Secretary or his/her designee shall
make a reasonable attempt to identify
and locate the child’s tribe, Indian par-
ents or Indian custodians to assist the
party seeking the information.

§23.12 Designated tribal agent for
service of notice.

Any Indian tribe entitled to notice
pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 1912 may des-
ignate by resolution, or by such other
form as the tribe’s constitution or cur-
rent practice requires, an agent for
service of notice other than the tribal
chairman and send a copy of the des-
ignation to the Secretary or his/her
designee. The Secretary or his/her des-
ignee shall update and publish as nec-
essary the names and addresses of the
designated agents in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. A current listing of such agents
shall be available through the area of-
fices.

§23.13 Payment for appointed counsel
in involuntary Indian child custody
proceedings in state courts.

(a) When a state court appoints coun-
sel for an indigent Indian party in an
involuntary Indian child custody pro-
ceeding for which the appointment of
counsel is not authorized under state
law, the court shall send written notice
of the appointment to the BIA Area Di-
rector designated for that state in
§23.11. The notice shall include the fol-
lowing:
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